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closed its doors due to the coronavirus
pandemic. In April 2020, the U.S. Small
Business Administration launched the
Paycheck Protection Program, a small
business relief program that I was
proud to author. The PPP provides for-
givable loans to impacted small busi-
nesses and nonprofits who maintain
their payroll during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Jeff and Beth used their PPP loan to
keep their business operating until
Florida allowed gyms to reopen.
Bayshore Fit pivoted to provide virtual
classes and video training sessions.
When they reopened, Bayshore Fit de-
veloped an outdoor workout facility.
They also introduced a Bayshore Fit
app to manage workout class schedules
and the number of people allowed to
enter the gym.

Bayshore Fit exemplifies the unique
role of relationship-driven small busi-
nesses in building communities. I com-
mend their support to youth athletics
programs and promoting public health.

Congratulations to Jeff, Beth, and
the entire team at Bayshore Fit. I look
forward to watching your continued
growth and success.®

————
TRIBUTE TO BRENDA TORPY

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Brenda Torpy, who
is retiring this month after decades of
service at Champlain Housing Trust.
Brenda is not only a leader and ally in
the fight for affordable housing, she is
a longtime friend.

When I was elected mayor of Bur-
lington, VT, in 1981, I knew I had a
unique opportunity to change the way
things were done, and to serve working
families and others who had been left
behind by past administrations. My vi-
sion was for a municipal government
that worked for every one and in-
creased fairness and equity so that all
Burlington residents could get ahead.
At the time, far too many residents
were struggling to keep up with rising
housing costs due to gentrification and
development, and owning their own
home—a hallmark of the American
dream—felt like an impossible goal. 1
wanted to change that.

My vision for housing in Burlington
could never have become a reality
without Brenda and her work to estab-
lish a community land trust in
Vermont. Brenda served as the city’s
first housing director in the newly cre-
ated Community and Economic Devel-
opment Office—CEDO—a role in which
she demonstrated remarkable talent
and dedication. It was Brenda and her
colleagues who proposed the idea of a
community land trust, which was a
novel idea at the time. Thanks to their
work with the Institute for Community
Economics and their successful engage-
ment with the community, this innova-
tive model for affordable housing came
to the city of Burlington and was es-
tablished as the Burlington Commu-
nity Land Trust, now the Champlain
Housing Trust. The trust did some-
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thing truly transformative: Through
shared equity, it gave low-income peo-
ple access to homeownership that was
never possible before. Because the land
trust remains affordable in perpetuity,
the homes are still affordable today
and will remain so long into the future.

From her role at CEDO, Brenda went
on to play a pivotal role in the Cham-
plain Housing Trust’s growth and suc-
cess. She served as the first board
president and, in 1991, became the exec-
utive director. Nearly 30 years later,
the Champlain Housing Trust is the
world’s largest community land trust,
with 2,600 affordable homes, including
566 designated for shared equity owner-
ship; more than 6,000 members; and
nearly $300 million in assets. The
Champlain Housing Trust has not only
benefited Burlington area residents and
Vermonters. Brenda has used her tal-
ent and dedication to assist countless
communities around the country inter-
ested in starting their own programs,
making the work of the trust a na-
tional and international model, now es-
tablished in it at least 23 States and 8
countries. Additionally, as an active
member of the Neighborworks Alliance
of Vermont, Brenda partnered with
other housing organizations to assist
Vermonters all across our State.

I am extremely pleased to see com-
munity land trusts serving people
worldwide, and remain incredibly
proud that the model was spearheaded
in my hometown of Burlington, VT.
While much work remains to achieve
our shared goal of making affordable
housing a human right, I am enor-
mously grateful to Brenda for her ca-
reer-long dedication to achieving this
vision. With Brenda’s retirement at the
end of this year, we will lose an excep-
tional leader in the housing commu-
nity, but I am confident that her con-
tributions will not be forgotten. The
Champlain Housing Trust and its port-
folio represent an impressive legacy,
but perhaps even more impressive is
the enduring positive impact her work
has had on the countless lives changed
thanks to affordable housing. Because
of Brenda, older Vermonters on fixed
incomes are able to stay in their
homes; New Americans and refugees
can provide stability for their families
as they adapted to a new culture and
community; single parents can rely on
a safe, consistent home in which to
raise their children; and young home-
owners can break the cycle of poverty
by purchasing an asset that will grow
in wvalue over time. Quite simply,
Vermont and Vermonters are better off
today because of Brenda.

Becoming executive director of the
Trust the same year I arrived in Wash-
ington, it is no exaggeration to say
Brenda lent her expertise to me gener-
ously throughout my time in Congress.
There was never an instance when my
staff and I could not rely on Brenda to
provide expert insights on the housing
challenges we still face, and to put a
human face on what can seem like ab-
stract and intractable problems. She
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also brought great energy and innova-
tion to this work, and her bold think-
ing—one of the qualities that made her
indispensable in my municipal admin-
istration—will also be sorely missed. I
count Brenda among my closest allies
in affordable housing, and I have great-
ly appreciated working alongside her
for nearly four decades. She has been a
tremendous colleague and friend. I
wish her all the best in her well-de-
served retirement.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, without amendment:

S. 134. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, with regard to stalking.

S. 578. An act to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to eliminate the five-
month waiting period for disability insur-
ance benefits under such title for individuals
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.

S. 1014. An act to establish the Route 66
Centennial Commission, and for other pur-

ses.

S. 2258. An act to provide anti-retaliation
protections for antitrust whistleblowers.

S. 2904. An act to direct the Director of the
National Science Foundation to support re-
search on the outputs that may be generated
by generative adversarial networks, other-
wise known as deepfakes, and other com-
parable techniques that may be developed in
the future, and for other purposes.

S. 3703. An act to amend the Elder Abuse
Prevention and Prosecution Act to improve
the prevention of elder abuse and exploi-
tation of individuals with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and related dementias.

S. 4902. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 351 South West
Temple in Salt Lake City, Utah, as the
“Orrin G. Hatch United States Courthouse”.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 631. An act for the relief of Arpita
Kurdekar, Girish Kurdekar, and Vandana
Kurdekar.

H.R. 683. An act to impose requirements on
the payment of compensation to professional
persons employed in voluntary cases com-
menced under title III of the Puerto Rico
Oversight Management and Economic Sta-
bility Act (commonly known as
“PROMESA”).

H.R. 1375. An act to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for trans-
parency of Medicare secondary payer report-
ing information, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2477. An act to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to establish a sys-
tem to notify individuals approaching Medi-
care eligibility, to simplify and modernize
the eligibility enrollment process, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 4225. An act for the relief of Maria Isa-
bel Bueso Barrera, Alberto Bueso Mendoza,
Karla Maria Barrera De Bueso, and Ana
Lucia Bueso Barrera.

H.R. 7146. An act for the relief of Victoria
Galindo Lopez.

H.R. 7572. An act for the relief of Median
El-Moustrah.

H.R. 8161. An act to authorize implementa-
tion grants to community-based nonprofits
to operate one-stop reentry centers.

H.R. 8235. An act to provide for the mod-
ernization of electronic case management
systems, and for other purposes.
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